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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Professor of History and Italian Studies, New York University. Author. Commentator.
Board and academic administrator experience. Advisor, Protect Democracy. Publisher,
Lucid: A Newsletter about Abuses of Power:

LinkedIn profile:

https://www.linkedin.com/profile/view?id=77153272&trk=nav responsive tab profile

FIELDS OF EXPERTISE
Fascism; Authoritarianism; Propaganda; World War Two; Empire; Modern and
Contemporary Europe and Italy.

EDUCATION
PhD, Comparative History, Brandeis University.
BA, History, magna cum laude, University of California, Los Angeles.

GRANTS, FELLOWSHIPS, AWARDS

Institute for Advanced Study, Andrew W. Mellon Member,
School of Historical Studies, spring 2020.

Edinburgh Gadda Prize for Best Book on 20t Century Italian Culture, 2019.

Aldo and Jeanne Scaglione Award for Best Unpublished Manuscript in Italian Studies.
Modern Language Association, 2014 (for Italian Fascism’s Empire Cinema)).

University Research Challenge Fund Grant, NYU, 2013-2014.

Outstanding Service Award, Institute of International Education (for work with
Scholar Rescue Fund), 2013.

Modern Italian Studies Fellowship, Collegio Carlo Alberto, Turin, 2011-2012.

John Simon Guggenheim Memorial Foundation Fellowship, 2004-2005.

National Endowment for the Humanities Fellowship, 2004-2005.

Trinity College Cesare Barbieri Grant in Italian History, 2003.

Faculty Fellowship, Remarque Institute, NYU, spring 2002.

Kluge Fellowship, Library of Congress, 1999-2000.

Gladys Krieble Delmas Foundation Research Grant, 1999-2000.

Faculty Fellowship and Ames Fund Junior Faculty Grant, Fordham University, 1997.

Fulbright Research Scholar to Italy, 1993-1994.

Fellow, Getty Center for the History of Art and the Humanities, 1992-1993.

American Philosophical Society Research Grant, 1993.

APPOINTMENTS
Board of Directors, World Mental Health Coalition, 2019-present.
Visiting Scholar, Center for Media at Risk, Annenberg School of Communications,



University of Pennsylvania, Spring 2019.
Visiting Scholar, Department of History, University of Pennsylvania, spring 2019.
Board of Directors, World Policy Institute, 2015-2018.
Cecil H. and Ida Green Visiting Professor, University of British Columbia,
October 2018.
Chercheuse associée, I'Institut d’Histoire du Temps Présent, 2012-present.
Professeur invitée, Université de Paris Est Créteil, November 2016.
Visiting Scholar, Univ. of Oklahoma Scholar-Leadership Program, February 2012.
Visiting Scholar, American Academy in Rome, May 2009.
Professeur invité, Ecole Normale Supérieure, October 2006.

PUBLICATIONS

Authored Books

Strongmen: From Mussolini to the Present (New York, 2020)

Strongmen: How They Rise, Why They Succeed, How They Fall (London, 2020).

Prisoners of War (under contract with Princeton University Press).

Italian Fascism’s Empire Cinema (Bloomington, 2015). Choice Outstanding Academic
Title, 2015, Edinburgh Gadda Prize for 20t Century Italian Culture.

Fascist Modernities: Italy, 1922-45 (Berkeley, 2001, 2004). Trans. La cultura fascista
(Bologna, 2000, 2004).

Edited Books

Italian Mobilities, co-edited with Stephanie Malia Hom (New York, 2015, 2019).

Gli imperi: dall’antichita all’eta contemporanea (Bologna, 2009).

Editor, Italian section, A Historical Companion to Postcolonial Literature, general eds.
Prem Poddar et. al. (Edinburgh, 2008).

Italian Colonialism, co-edited with Mia Fuller (New York, 2005, 2008).

Edited Journal Issues
“Reflections on Italian Nationalism and Fascism,” Journal of Modern Italian Studies,
vol.15, no.3 (June 2010).

Book Chapters

“Faschismus,” in Sprach Gewalt: Missbrauchte Wérter und andere politische
Kampfbegriffe (Bonn: Dietz Verlag, 2021).

“Five Faces of Fascism,” in Visualizing Fascism, eds. Geoff Eley and Julia Adeney
Thomas (Durham, 2020), 94-110.

“Trump’s No Madman, He Knows Exactly What He’s Doing,” in John Gardner, ed.,
Rocket Man: Nuclear Madness and the Mind of Donald Trump (Ashville, 2018),
71-74.

“Moving Images: Realism and Propaganda,” in Italia 1918-1943. Lo Stato dell’Arte, ed.
Germano Celant (Milan: 2018), pp.420-425.

“Il lungo Novecento del colonialismo italiano,” in Unita Multiple. Centocinquant’anni?



Unita Italia?, eds. Giovanni De Sensi Sestito and Marta Petrusewicz
(Soverio Manelli, 2015), pp.355-386.

“Narrating War in Italian Fascist Cinema,” in M. Mondini — M. Rospocher (eds.),
Narrating War. Perspectives from the XVI — XX centuries, (Berlin and Bologna,
2013), pp.249-268.

“Italian Fascism’s Empire Cinema: Kif tebbi, The Conquest of Libya, and the Assault on
the Nomadic,” in Postcolonial Cinemas, eds. Sandra Ponzanesi and Marguerite
Waller (New York, 2012), pp. 20-31.

“Italian Film in the Aftermath of War and Dictatorship,” in Histories of the Aftermath:

Postwar Europe in Comparative Perspective, eds. Frank Biess and Robert Moeller
(New York, 2010), pp.156-174.

“Introduction,” Angelo Del Boca, Mohamed Fekini and the Fight to Free Libya
(New York, 2010), pp.1-7.

“Preface,” Robert Lumley, Entering the Frame. The Films of Yervant Gianikian and
Angela Ricci (New York and Oxford, 2011), pp.Xix-Xxv.

“Italy and its Colonies: Introduction,” in A Historical Companion to Postcolonial
Literatures in Continental Europe and its Empires, eds. Prem Poddar, Lars
Jensen, Rajeev Patke (Edinburgh, 2008), pp.262-268.

“Italian Universities during Mussolini’s Regime,” in Michael Grittner and
John Connelly, eds.,Universities and Modern Dictatorships (Pittsburg, 2005), pp.
45-73.

“Alessandro Blasetti’s 1860,” in The Cinema of Italy, ed. Giorgio Bertellini
(New York, 2004), pp.20-29.

"The Secret Histories of Roberto Benigni's Life is Beautiful," in Jews in Italy under
Fascist and Nazi Rule, ed. Joshua Zimmerman (Cambridge, 2004), pp. 330-350.

“A Lesser Evil? Italian Fascism in/and the Totalitarian Equation,” in The Lesser Evil:
Moral Approaches to Genocide Practices, eds. Helmut Dubiel and Gabriel
Motzkin (New York, 2004), pp.137-153.

“Die italienischen Universitaten in der Diktatur Mussolinis,” in Zwischen Autonomie und
Anpassung: Universitéiten in den Diktaturen des 20 Jahrhunderts, eds. Michael
Gruttner and John Connelly (Paderborn, 2003), pp.39-66.

“Fascist Italy and Nazi Germany: The Dynamics of an Uneasy Relationship,” in Art,
Culture, and the Media in the Third Reich ed. Richard Etlin (Chicago, 2002),
pp.257-286.

“The Fascist War Trilogy,” in Roberto Rossellini: Magician of the Real, eds. David
Forgacs, Sarah Lutton, and Geoffrey Nowell-Smith (London, 2000), pp.20-35.

“Liberation: Film and the Flight from the Italian Past, 1945-50," Italian Fascism:
History, Memory, and Representation, eds. Richard Bosworth and Patrizia
Dogliani (London, 1999), pp. 83-101.

Journal Articles

“Realism in Transition, 1940-43,” The Italianist, vol.37, no.3 (October 2017): 407-415.

“The Imperial Moment in Fascist Cinema,” Journal of Modern European History,
vol.13, no.1 (2015): 59-78.



“Mapping Squadrist Violence,” Contemporary European History, vol.22, no.4
(2013): 579-583.

“Cinéma et empire,” Narrativa 33-34 (2011/2012): 57-67.

“Un cinéma d’aprés-guerre : le néoréalisme italien et la transition démocratique,”
Annales. Histoire, Sciences Sociales, 63, 6 (novembre-décembre 2008):1215-48.

“Modernity is Just Over There: Colonialism and the Dilemmas of Italian National
Identity,” Interventions: International Journal of Postcolonial Studies, vol.8, no.3
(2006):380-393.

“Unmaking the Fascist Man: Film, Masculinity, and the Transition from Dictatorship.”
Journal of Modern Italian Studies, vol. 10, no.3 (fall 2005): 336-365.

“Italy and its Discontents: the Work of Paul Ginsborg,” Journal of Modern Italian
Studies, vol.9, no.4 (winter 2004):458-463.

“The Italian Colonial Cinema: Agendas and Audiences,” Modern Italy, vol.8, no.1 (May
2003), pp.49-64. Excerpted in Italian Colonialism, eds. Ben-Ghiat and Mia Fuller
(New York: Palgrave, 2005), 179-191.

"The Secret Histories of Roberto Benigni's Life is Beautiful," The Yale Journal of
Criticism, vol.14, no.1 (spring 2001):253-266.

"The Italian Cinema and the Italian Working Class, 1930-1960," International Labor and
Working-Class History, (spring 2001):36-51.

"Language and the Construction of National Identity in Fascist Italy," The European
Legacy vol.2, no.3 (fall 1997):438-443.

"Envisioning Modernity: Desire and Discipline in the Italian Fascist Film,"
Critical Inquiry (Autumn 1996):109-44.

"Italian Fascism and the Aesthetics of the "Third Way'," The Journal of Contemporary
History (April 1996): 293-316. Excerpted in Ben-Ghiat, Emily Braun, George
Mosse, A Estética do Fascismo, (Lisbon: Edicdes Jodo Sa da Costa, 1999).

"Fascism, Writing, and Memory: The Realist Aesthetic in Italy, 1930-50," The Journal of
Modern History 67 (September 1995), pp.627-665. Excerpted as "Der
Faschismus, das Schreiben und die Strategien der Erinnerung," in Der Italienische
Film zwischen Faschismus und Demokratie, ed. Petra Maier-Schoen (Munich,
1997), pp. 9-24.

"Neorealism in Italy, 1930-50: From Fascism to Resistance," Romance Languages
Annual vol.3 (1991):155-159.

"The Politics of Realism: Corrente di Vita Giovanile and 1930s Culture," Stanford Italian
Review, vol.8 (1990):139-64.

MEDIA
OPINION PIECES AND ESSAYS

Donald Trump, Authoritarianism, and the Global Right

"To protect democracy, America needs to learn from the history of strongmen,"
Business Insider, March 10, 2021.

"America saw and heard January 6 all over again this week," CNN.com,
February 13, 2021.



"Expert who warned of Trump's fascist behavior: America is entering a new era of
political instability," Business Insider, January 13, 2021.

"Trump's call to Georgia election officials highlights White House bunker mentality,"
NBCNews Think, January 4, 2021.

"Trump's End Game? Power at all costs," CNN.com, January 7, 2021.

"Donald Trump Jr.'s Revealing Holiday Video," CNN.com, December 30, 2020.

"Trump's formula for building a lasting personality cult," Los Angeles Times,
December 9, 2020.

"The European Leader who created a template for Trump's 2024 Plans,"
CNN, December 3, 2020.

"American Democracy's Moment of Truth," Project Syndicate, November 2, 2020.

"The Right's War on Universities," New York Review of Books, October 15, 2020.

"Trump, The Coronavirus, and What Happens When Strongmen Fall Ill,"
The New Yorker, October 13, 2020.

"Trump's 2020 campaign strategy is psychological warfare," CNN.com,
September 25, 2020.

"From Showman to Strongman in Four Years," CNN.com, August 28, 2020.

“Co-opt & Corrupt: How Trump Bent and Broke the GOP,” New York Review of Books,
August 12, 2020.

“How Journalists Become Hate Objects,” CNN.com, June 11, 2020.

“Donald Trump’s Refusal to Mask is the Most Revealing Thing,” CNN.com, May 12, 2020.

“COVID-19 Tempts Would-Be Authoritarians. But Exploiting a Pandemic Comes at a
Cost,” Foreign Affairs, May 5, 2020.

“Suspending Global Entry, a spiteful Trump makes us all less safe,” CNN.com,
February 7, 2020.

“In Impeachment Hearings, Lessons on the Erosion of Democracy,” CNN.com,
November 21, 2019

“Trump’s Authoritarianism Comes Back to Bite Him,” CNN.com, September 27, 2019.

“The GOP Can’t Shake the Awful Taint of Steve King’s Racism and Misogyny,” CNN.com,
August 15, 2019.

“’Send Her Back’ and the Advancement of Trump’s Authoritarian Playbook,”
GQ, July 19, 2019.

“There’s an Irony in Trump making this July 4% all about the military,”
CNN.com, July 5, 2019.

“Trump in the Old World: Pictures Tell the Story,” CNN.com, June 8, 2019.

“Trump keeps threatening the freedom of speech,” Washington Post, June 4, 2019.

“Trump’s twinship with Orban shows ‘illiberal democracy’ has a home in the US,”
The Guardian, May 16 2019.

“The Trump Contagion,” (with Jeffrey Sachs and Bandy X. Lee), Project Syndicate,
March 25, 2019.

“Bolsonaro’s Not Trump, He’s Much Worse,” The New Republic, January 7, 2019.

“My Word of the Year is Freedom,” CNN.com, December 18, 2018.

“Mail Bombs: Hate Speech Can have Consequences,” CNN.com, October 24, 2018.

“How to Push Back Against Trump’s Propaganda Machine,” Washington Post,



September 20, 2018.

“We Need to Talk about Alex Jones,” CNN.com, August 6, 2018.

“Trump and Putin: The Pictures Tell the Story,” CNN.com, July 18, 2018.

“When Investigators Threatened His Power, He Declared Dictatorship,” Washington
Post, June 19, 2018.

“The Minnesota Raccoon’s Journey Has a Deeper Resonance,” CNN.com, June 13, 2018.

“Trump’s Tweets: Why Is He Always Shouting?” CNN.com, April 23, 2018.

“The Whiteness of Trump’s White House Interns is Absurd...and Speaks Volumes,”
CNN.com, April 2, 2018.

“In Italy’s Elections, the Fascists Did Scarily Well,” CNN.com, March 8, 2018.

“Americans Don’t Want Authoritarian Spectacles, But Trump Does,” CNN.com,
February 8, 2018.

“Beware of President Trump’s Nefarious Language Games,” Washington Post,
December 21, 2017.

“Obama is Right: U.S. Democracy is Fragile,” CNN.com, December 9, 2017.

“No, Trump is Not a Madman, Because He Knows Exactly What He’s Doing,”
Washington Post, November 30, 2017.

“Trump’s ‘Trial Balloons’ Test Our Commitment to Freedom,” CNN.com,
November 8, 2017.

“Being Trump’s Mouthpiece is Risky for Fox News — and Democracy,” NBC.com,
November 6, 2017.

“Trump en el camino del populismo autoritario,” (with Federico Finchelstein)
Revista N, Clarin, September 2017.

“Loaded Word of the Week: Cosmopolitanism,” CNN.com, August 3, 2017.

“Trump’s Authoritarian Playbook: What’s Next?” CNN.com, July 20, 2017.

“Liberals are Reclaiming Patriotism from the Right,” CNN.com, July 2, 2017.

“Montana Body-Slam Reveals a GOP Problem,” CNN.com, May 25, 2017.

“Trump At His Most Dangerous,” CNN.com, May 1, 2017.

“Trump’s Congratulatory Call to Erdogan is Revealing,” CNN.com, April 18, 2017.

“Spicer’s Holocaust Remark is a Symptom of Trump’s Problem,” CNN, April 12, 2017.

“Rep. King, Racism Can’t be Statesmanship,” CNN.com, March 14, 2017.

“Trump Rejects Anti-Semitism? Prove It,” CNN.com, February 21, 2017.

“Donald Trump and Steve Bannon’s Coup in the Making,” CNN.com, February 1, 2017.

“Donald Trump’s Authoritarian Politics of Memory,” Atlantic.com, January 22, 2017.

“Trump is Following the Authoritarian Playbook” CNN.com, January 17, 2017.

“How to Deal with Trump’s Tweets,” CNN.com, December 12, 2016.

“Meet Italy’s Donald Trump,” CNN.com, December 5, 2016.

“Why Steve Bannon’s White Nationalism Should Scare America,” CNN.com,
November 14, 2016.

“Eric Trump Speaks a Family Language,” CNN.com, November 14, 2016.

“An American Authoritarian,” Atlantic, August 10, 2016.

“Michael Moore’s ‘Trumpland’ is Our Land,” CNN.com, October 19, 2016.

Trump’s Latest Anti-Semitic Tweet is No Surprise,” CNN.com, July 4, 2016.

“The Dangers of ‘Trickle-Down Racism’,” CNN.com, June 12, 2016.



“Is Donald Trump the New Silvio Berlusconi?” CNN.com, March 3, 2016.

“Donald Trump’s Cult of Personality,” Huffington Post, January 15, 2016.

“Donald Trump Hits New Lows (Trump’s Race War),” CNN.com, November 23, 2015.
“What Trump’s Retweet of Swastika Tells Us About Him,” CNN.com, November 4, 2015.

Gender Politics and #MeToo

"How Biden and Harris Can Overturn Trump's Misogynist Agenda," CNN.com,
November 25, 2020.

“The Sexual Harassment We Don’t Talk About,” CNN.com, July 9, 2018.

“This Message Keeps the Global #MeToo Movement Alive,” CNN.com, May 1, 2018.

“RBG Revolutionized the World for Women,” CNN.com, January 23, 2018.

“Strongmen are Riding High, and Headed For a Fall,” CNN.com, November 30, 2017.

“Donald Trump’s Problem with Women,” CNN.com, April 27, 2016.

“Dear Professor Gingrich: Sign Up for America’s Changing 101,” CNN, October 26, 2016.

“How Trump Could Be Good for Gender Relations,” CNN.com, October 9, 2016.

Cultural Criticism

“Gutting US Foreign Language Education Will Cost Us for Generations,” CNN.com,
January 29, 2019.

“Why Are So Many Fascist Monuments Still Standing?” The New Yorker,
October 7, 2017.

“I monumenti fascisti restano in piedi,” L’Internazionale, October 30, 2017
(Italian translation of New Yorker article)

“Does Cultural Crisis Breed Artistic Fertility?” Document Journal, April 27, 2017.

“How Trump Made Hatred Profitable for Milo Yiannopoulous,” CNN.com, Jan. 2, 2017.

“Can We Separate the Life and Work of Artists?” CNN.com, May 13, 2016.

“How We See the Migrant and Refugee Crisis: Toddler’s Image Stops Us in our
Tracks,” CNN.com, September 3, 2015.

“Why It’s Good to Speak Spanish in America” CNN.com, September 17, 2015.

“How ltaly’s Fascist Past Echoes in Migrant Crisis,” CNN.com, April 22, 2015.

“War and Cinema: It's Complicated,” The Huffington Post, February 23, 2015.

“Why 70-Year Old lwo Jima Photo became Iconic,” CNN.com, February 22, 2015.

“American Sniper: The Perfect Hero for our Time,” CNN.com, February 9, 2015.

“Politics and Media Power as a Toxic Mix for Italy,” The New York Times/International
Herald Tribune, August 25, 2004.

“Dietro quelle lettere il peso della dittatura,” Il Sole 24 Ore, February 22, 2004.

War & Weapons

“What We Learned from World War One,” CNN.com, November 8, 2018.

“When WWII Brought Women to the Battlefield,” CNN.com, August 19, 2015.

“Co-Ed Selective Service Proposal in the U.S. Stirs Controversy,” Voice of America
News (video and print interview), February 10, 2016.

“Women Should Have to Register for the Draft,” CNN.com, February 10, 2016.

“Nashville ‘Gun’ Terror Carries Lessons for America,” CNN.com, August 6, 2015.



“The War to Enslave Humanity?” CNN.com, May 8, 2015.
“The Italian Resistance: Lessons and Legacies,” The Huffington Post, May 1, 2015.
“The Captive: A Measure of our Humanity,” The Huffington Post, December 29, 2014.
Creator and Guest Editor, “Legacies of World War I,” multi-media series, CNN.com,
June-November 2014.

“After War’s Trauma, Words Don’t Work,” CNN.com, November 11, 2014.
“How a Century-Old War Affects You,” (print and video), CNN.com,

June 12-19, 2014.

2016 American Presidential Election Coverage

“Post-Election CNN Opinion Roundup,” CNN.com, November 9, 2016.

“The Dangers of Trump’s ‘Rigged Election’ Talk,” CNN.com, October 16, 2016.
“Clinton, Show Us the Real You,” CNN.com, September 12, 2016.

“Clinton’s Straight Talk on the Alt-Right,” CNN.com, August 25, 2016.

“Historic Moment, lconic Photo,” CNN.com, July 28, 2016.

“Will Mothers” Voices Echo with Voters?” CNN.com, July 27, 2016.

“The GOP Debate: Showdown at the Opera House,” CNN.com, February 26, 2016.
“Who Won the GOP Debate?” CNN.com, January 29, 2016.

INTERVIEWS

Print & Digital

John Haltiwanger, "Republicans have built a cult of personality around Trump,"
March 4, 2021.

"Ruth Ben-Ghiat Says More," Project Syndicate, February 24, 2021.

Gabriel Bouchard, Le Point, February 2021.

David Nakamura, "Scholars seek to understand Trump's reign," Washington Post,
January 18, 2021.

Mauro Mondello, "In discussione tutto il nostro sistema costruito su due partiti,"
Avvenire, January 21, 2021.

Michelle Goldberg, "The Inevitable," New York Times, January 15, 2021.

Dylan Matthews, "The F Word," Vox, January 14, 2021.

Viola Gienger, "Ousted Autocratic Presidents and Their Backers in the
Legislative Branch," Just Security, January 15, 2021.

Clarissa Carvalhaes, "Yes, eles tem bananas," CartaCapital, January 10, 2021.

Pavlos Papadopoulos, interview in Kathimerini, January 10, 2021.

Christopher Mathias, "Warning: 'He's Going To Be More Unleashed And Unhinged Than

Ever," Huffington Post, January 9, 2021.

Derek Hawkins, "After trial runs at statehouses last year, the far-right's violent tactics
erupted at the Capitol," Washington Post, January 9, 2021.

Annalisa Merelli, "Should Trump be tried for what happened in the Capitol?" Quartz,
January 8, 2021.

Olivia Waxman, "How 2020 Will Go Down in the History Books, According to Historians,"
TIME, December 23, 2020.



Fabrizio Rostelli, "Da Mussolini a Trump, gli uomini forti della politica," Il Manifesto,
December 12, 2020.

Eytan Avriel, The Marker, December 17, 2020.

Courtney Fingar and Sebastian Shehadi, "Why rational investors bankroll dangerous

politics," New Statesman, December 16, 2020.

John Haltiwanger, "GOP efforts to overturn the election cement its authoritarian

status," Business Insider, December 14, 2020.

Bandy X. Lee, "The End Game: Trump Turns Destructive and Vindictive," DC Report,

November 21, 2010.

Dean Obeidallah, "Historian Ruth Ben-Ghiat: Trump's coup is not over; his enablers are

not done," Salon, December 2, 2020.

Cyril Julien, Agence France-Presse, November 10, 2020.

Anand Giridharadas, "Obama symbolized change. Trump became the 'savior' from it,"
The Ink, November 17, 2020.

Dylan Matthews, "Is Trump a fascist? 8 experts weigh in," Vox, October 23, 2020.

Andy Kroll, "How Do We Fix American Democracy?" Rolling Stone, October 17, 2020.

Jeff Goodell, "Trump's Willful Ignorance of Science Is Killing Us,"

Rolling Stone, October 12, 2020.

David Nakamura, "Trump's critics compare his shows of strength around coronavirus
to authoritarian tactics," Washington Post, October 10, 2020

John Haltiwanger, "Trump is behaving like Mussolini and the despots that the US usually
condemns" Business Insider, September 25, 2020.

Philip Rucker, "Trump says he misled on virus to instill calm. But he's governed with
scare tactics," Washington Post, September 10, 2020.

John Cassidy, "Donald Trump's Incitements to Violence Have Crossed An
Alarming Threshold," New Yorker, September 1, 2020.

David Nakamura, Matt Viser and Robert Klemko, "'Great Patriots!': Trump lavishes
praise on supporters amid deadly clashes with social justice protesters,"
Washington Post, August 30, 2020.

Josh Marshall, "Trump, Mussolini and the Rising Authoritarianism,"

Talking Points Memo, August 27, 2020.

David Nakamura, "Trump obliterates lines between governing and campaigning
in service of his reelection," Washington Post, August 23, 2020.

Richard Hine, “The Daily Edge,” July 31, 2020.

Brad Evans, “Histories of Violence: America is Not a Fascist State — It’s an Authoritarian
One,” Los Angeles Review of Books, July 20, 2020.

Ashley Parker, Philip Rucker, Josh Dawsey, “Trump the Victim,” Washington Post,
July 10, 2020.

Edoardo Ghirotto, Eduardo Gongalves, Jodo Pedroso de Campos, Marcela Mattos,
“Os riscos que a escalada da tensdo politica sinaliza para a democracia,”
Veja, June 5, 2020.

“It Really Is Different This Time,” Politico Magazine, June 4, 2020.

Ben Zimmer, “Why Trump Is So Obsessed With Antifa,” Atlantic, June 4, 2020.

David Lauter, “Isolated more than ever, Trump is left in crisis by his own missteps,”



10

Los Angeles Times, June 4, 2020.

Philip Bump, “A dangerous new factor in an uneasy moment,” Washington Post,
June 3, 2020.

Ashley Parker and Robert Costa, “Trump and allies try to rewrite history on handling
police brutality,” Washington Post, June 3, 2020.

John Haltiwanger, “Trump has one of his most authoritarian weeks yet...,”
Business Insider, May 29, 2020.

Andrew Feinberg, “How Republicans might try to overturn a Biden victory in
November,” Independent, May 22, 2020.

Sonam Sheth and John Haltiwanger, “’Friday night massacres’: Trump’s purge of the US
oversight community,” Business Insider, May 19, 2020.

John Haltiwanger, “Trump is blaming China for coronavirus even as he employs the
same authoritarian tactics as Xi Jinping,” Business Insider, May 14, 2020.

Ashley Parker and Anne Gearan, “Coronavirus crisis highlights Trump’s resistance to
criticism —and his desire for fervent praise,: Washington Post, April 8, 2020.

Philippe Boulet-Gercourt, “Trump, I'exécrable chef de guerre,” L’Obs, April 3, 2020.

Christopher Mathias, ““The Worst Kind of Leader To Have in a Crisis,” Huffington Post,
March 25, 2020.

Eric Heisig, “President Trump and Ohio Governor DeWine, authoritarianism and the
coronavirus: When does a leader cross the line?” Cleveland.com,
March 20, 2020.

Laura Bassett, “How Trump’s Authoritarian Coronavirus Response Puts America at Risk —
Especially His Own Supporters,” GQ, March 6, 2020.

Sonam Sheth and John Haltiwanger, “Trump’s efforts to muzzle health officials and
downplay coronavirus mirror the tactics of an authoritarian regime, experts say,”
Business Insider, March 1, 2020.

Philip Rucker, “’Something has to be done’: Trump’s quest to rewrite the history of the
Russia probe,” Washington Post, February 16, 2020.

Andrew Feinberg, “I spoke to experts on authoritarian rulers about Trump’s behavior
this week. They say 2020 could be our last free election,” Independent, February
14, 2020.

Zipi Smilovitz, “America Has Never Seen a Fascist in the White House. It Has No Clue
About What to Do,” Calcalist magazine, February 13, 2020.

Horvath Gabor, “Orban és Trump, a két utcai harcos,” Népszava, January 21, 2020.

John Haltiwanger, “Trump has ‘emboldened’ and ‘enabled’ authoritarians like Putin as
they seek to become Presidents for life,” Business Insider, January 17, 2020

Chauncey DeVega, “Fascism Expert: Trump Has Laid the Groundwork for ‘Full-On
Authoritarian Rule’,” Salon, January 13, 2020.

Annie Karni and Maggie Haberman, “Trump Has a Habit of Quoting His Allies on Twitter
Saying Things They Never Said,” New York Times, December 23, 2019.

John Haltiwanger, “The impeachment drama shows how broken Congress is, the Trump
is taking full advantage,” Business Insider, December 18, 2019.

Amanda Holpuch, “Stephen Miller: why is Trump’s white nationalist aide untouchable?”
Guardian, December 4, 2019.
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Stephen Souza, “Why the Republicans’ impeachment invasion was more than a mere
made-for-TV show,” CBC News, October 26, 2019.

John Haltlwanger, “Trump’s coziness with authoritarians is backfiring spectacularly in
Syria,” Business Insider, October 15, 2019.

Annalisa Merelli, “Every authoritarian ruler has wanted a new Delhi. Modi’s only the
latest,” Quartz, October 7, 2019.

Philip Rucker, “Staring Down Impeachment, Trump sees himself as a victim of historic
proportions,” Washington Post, September 28, 2019.

John Haltiwanger, “Trump says China’s Xi should meet ‘directly and personally’ with the
Hong Kong protestors,” Business Insider, August 15, 2019.

John Fritze, “Trump used words like ‘invasion’ and ‘killer’ to discuss immigrants at rallies
500 times: USA TODAY analysis,” USA TODAY, August 9, 2019.

Philip Rucker, “’How do you stop these people?’ Trump’s anti-immigrant rhetoric looms
over El Paso,” Washington Post, August 4, 2019.

John Haltiwanger, “Trump’s Racist Attacks on ‘The Squad’ Come Straight out of the
Authoritarian Playbook and Threaten Democracy, Experts Say,”
Business Insider, July 27, 2019.

Mathieu Magnaudeix, “Ruth Ben-Ghiat, historienne américaine: ‘ll est inevitable que
Trump emprunte au fascism,” Mediapart, July 28, 2019.

Christopher Matthias, “A Fascist Trump Rally in Greenville,” HuffPost, July 18, 2019.
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“Leaps of Faith: Interdisciplinarity in Italian Studies,” keynote, American Association of
Italian Studies, The Ohio State University, April 20-22, 2017.

“Italian Journeys,” keynote, “Transnational Italies. Mobilities, Subjectivites
and Modern Italian Cultures,” British School of Rome, October 26-28, 2016.

Cooperazione Internazionale CoRi lectures on Italian Colonialism, Fascism’s Empire,
and the Italian Postcolonial, Universita degli Studi di Palermo, May 2-6, 2016.

“1942: Realism in Transition,” keynote, “Realisms and Idealisms
in Italy, 1300-2016,” French & Italian, Dartmouth College, April 15-16, 2016.

“The Weight of History in the Italian Cinema,” keynote, “Italian
Cinemas/Italian Histories,” Leeds March 22, 2016.

“Italian Prisoners of War: Lessons of Defeat,” 31st Annual Robert F. Allabough
Memorial Lecture, Dartmouth College, October 22, 2015;

“Il cinema dell’'impero fascista,” keynote, Festival della Storia, Forli, October
12, 2015; University of Cagliari, March 18, 2015.

“Italian Fascism’s Empire Cinema,” Istituto di Cultura Italiana, NY, June 2, 2015;
Department of Cinema Studies, Tisch School of the Arts, NYU, April 17, 2013;
Department of Italian, Columbia University, February 11, 2010.

Il cinema dell’impero fascista,”University of Cagliari, March 18, 2015.

“Imperial Bodies: Masculinity in Italian Fascist Empire Cinema,” Department of Modern
Languages and Cultures, Fashion Institute of Technology, April 15, 2015;
Columbia University Seminar in Modern Italian Studies, September 11, 2015.

“Creating the Fascist Now: The Role of Culture,” University of Cagliari, March 17, 2015.

“The Long War of Italian POWs, 1940-1950: What We Learn from Studying Defeat,”
Society of Fellows, NYU, November 18, 2014; Phi Alpha Theta Lecture, Fordham
University, March 2015; Department of History, Yale University, Feb 4, 2015.

“Memories of War, Wars of Memory: Italian Colonialism and its Aftermaths,”

CUNY Graduate Center, February 13, 2015; Bard College, September 24, 2015.

“Empire and its Undoing: The Case of Italy” Princeton University, February 25, 2014.

Panels

"2020 Election," with Steve Hahn and Michele Mitchell, Department of History,
NYU, February 12, 2021.

"White Noise: Extremism in America," Duke University, February 10, 2021.

National Town Hall on the Need to Convict Trump, February 8, 2021.

"Defending Democracy," with Timothy Naftali and Col. Lawrence Wilderson, Krasno

Global Affairs & Business Council, January 14, 2021.

Public History and Political Pressure. Challenges, Threats, Possibilities," International
Federation of Public History, November 23, 2020.
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"Our Authoritarian Future," Press conference on threats to American democracy,
organized by Mary L. Trump, October 28, 2020.

"The Trump Emergency," conference organized by Bandy X. Lee, October 24, 2020.

"Il caso italiano," in "l luoghi dei fascismi," Istituto Nazionale Ferruccio Parri,
October 6, 2020.

“Europa, una storia scomoda: Black Lives Matter, trace coloniali...,” with Igiaba Scego,
Mia Fuller, Leila El Houssi, and Massimiliano Smeriglio, July 20, 2020.

“Journalists as Hate Object: Populism, Authoritarianism and
the Free Press,” PEN World Voices Festival, June 8, 2020, 5-6:30EST. Livestream
panel with Jay Rosen, Jason Stanley, and Klaus Brinkbdaumer.

“Strongman Body Politics,” Crises of Democracy, Heyman Center, Columbia University,
April 22, 2019.

“Trump is Following the Authoritarian Playbook,” The Dangerous State of the World and
the Need for Fit Leadership, National Press Club, March 19, 2019.

“Multilateralism and Democracy in a Strongman Age,” M100 Sanssouci Colloquium,
Potsdam, September 18, 2018.

“Why Do Authoritarians Appeal Today?” conference on Democracy in Trouble? Andrea
Mitchell Center for the Study of Democracy, University of Pennsylvania,”

September 14, 2018.

“Are Democracy and Tolerance in Decline? Why and What To Do,” Albertine Bookshop,
French Embassy Cultural Services, New York, June 12, 2018.

“Can we Stop Fake News?” Social Media Weekend 2018, CUNY Journalism School,
June 2, 2018.

“Visualizing Fascism,” panel on “Visualizing Fascism,” Stony Brook University
Humanities Institute, April 4, 2018.

“What’s the Role of Historians Today?” Federico Finchelstein’s From Fascism to
Populism, CUNY, October 26, 2017.

“Culture, Community, and Activism under Trump,” Summer of Know, Guggenheim
Museum, July 11, 2017 (discussion with Vijay lyer and Vivien Green).

“Translating the Memory of Empire: Adua of Igiaba Scego,” comment on English
translation of Adua, Casa Italiana Zerilli-Marimo, NYU, November, 1, 2017

“Winter is Coming: The Trump Regime and the American Press,” comment on talk by
Jay Rosen, Arthur Carter Journalism Institute, NYU, April 18, 2017.

“Le fascisme fait-il encore vendre? L’histoire publique en Italie,”
L’Histoire Fait-Elle Vendre? Université Paris Est Créteil, November 18-19, 2016.

Co-Organizer (with Jenny McPhee) and Speaker, “Political Rhetoric: The 2016 Election
and Beyond,” Casa ltaliana Zerilli-Marimo, NYU, October 19, 2016.
https://youtu.be/u5D9fmv0Czo

“New Work in Conceptual History,” Enzo Traverso’s Fire and Blood.
Center for Collaborative History, Princeton University, October 13, 2016.

“New Books on Empire: Ruth Ben-Ghiat's Italian Fascism's Empire Cinema and Susan
Pedersen's The Guardians. The League of Nations and the Crisis of Empire,”
International Conference of Europeanists, Philadelphia, April 14, 2016.

“Three Faces of Fascism,” Visualizing Fascism, Ann Arbor, June 9-11, 2016.
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Organizer, “Doing Public History Today: From France to America,” Center for
International Research in the Humanities and Social Sciences,

NYU, March 3, 2016.

Italian Mobilities book launches, University of California at Berkeley, February 19,
2016; Calandra Institute, October 18, 2016; Casa Italiana, NYU, November 5,
2015 (with Amara Lakhous and Simona Wright).
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2tNERyIWBjE

“Captivity and Creativity: Alberto Burri’s Prisoner of War Experience,” Italian Academy,
Columbia University, October 21, 2015.

“On the Margins,” Fascisms Across Borders, Heyman Center, Columbia University,
April 1, 2015.

Shock and Awe: Technologies of Empire in Fascist Cinema,” Modernism in Art and
Politics from World War | to Totalitarianism, German Historical Institute, Rome,
October 8-9, 2015.

“Le cinéma de guerre italien et les circulations de I'alliance de I’Axe,” Les circulations
intellectuelles en temps de guerre. Espace européen et Union Sovietique, 1939-
1945, IHTP-Paris VIII, June 18, 2015.

Co-Organizer (with Maaza Mengiste), Legacies of the Italian Occupation of Ethiopia,
NYU, October 24, 2014.

Co-Organizer (with Alice Goheneix-Polanski), Language and Colonialism, NYU-CNRS
Center for International Research in the Humanities and Social Sciences,

April 4-5,2014.

“The Colonial Archive” The Colonial Archive, Pembroke Center, Brown University,

September 19, 2014.

PH.D. SUPERVISIONS

Dissertations Directed

Cassie Washington, History, NYU (co-directed with Michael Gomez).

“Anti-Fascist Geographies of Black Internationalism: West African Reactions to
the Italo-Ethiopian War,” in progress.

Giulio Salvati, History, NYU. “Managers of Displacement. Refugee Administration in Italy
and Germany After World War Two,” in progress.

Andrea Rinaldi, Foreign Languages and Literatures, University of Bergen
(Co-Supervisor, with Arve Bennesvik). “Fascism and Spirituality,” in progress.

Joseph Perna, Italian Studies, NYU. “Melodrama in 1950s Italy,” Ph.D., September 2015
(Visiting Assistant Professor, Wesleyan University).

Gregory Malandrucco, History, University of Chicago, Ph.D., December 2016. Co-Chair,
with Moishe Postone. “Fascism’s Culture of Labor and the 1942 Universal
Exposition of Rome.”

Franco Baldasso, Italian Studies, NYU, Ph.D. September 2014. “Against Redemption:
The Debate over ltalian History from Fascism to Democracy.”

(Assistant Professor, Romance Languages, Bard College).

Elizabeth Michel, History, NYU. Ph.D, September 2013. “War Damage and Historical

Monuments in Italy, 1943-1960.” (Researcher, D.E. Shaw, NYC)



Elena Bellina, Italian Studies, NYU. Ph.D, September 2013. “The Bounded Self:
Autobiographical Writing by Italian Prisoners of War in Africa (1936-1946).”
(Assistant Professor, Eastman School of Music).

Valerie McGuire, Italian Studies, NYU, Ph.D. April 2013. “Fascism’s Mediterranean
Empire: the Dodecanese Islands.” (Lecturer of Italian, Department of French
and Italian, University of California at Davis).

Alberto Zambenedetti, Italian Studies, NYU, Ph.D. May 2012. “Migration Cinema:
History of an Italian Genre” (Assistant Professor, University of Toronto).

Alessandra Montalbano, Italian Studies, NYU, Ph.D., May 2012.“Kidnapping in Italy
1970-2000: Language, Disembodiment, Experience” (Assistant Professor,
University of Alabama at Tuscaloosa).

Gaoheng Zhang, Italian Studies, NYU, Ph.D., January 2011. “Travel and Italian
Masculinities in Gianni Amelio’s Cinema.” (Assistant Professor,

University of British Columbia).

Beatrice Sica, Italian Studies, NYU, Ph.D., December 2010. “Magic Italy vs. Surrealist
France: Culture and National Identity, 1926-46.” (Reader in Italian Studies,
University College London)

Paola Pelliteri, History and Civilization, European University Institute. External
Supervisor (Internal Supervisor: Gerhard Haupt). Ph.D., June 2009.
"Medicina, sanita e colonialismo italiano."

Inga Pierson, Italian Studies, NYU, Ph.D., October 2008. “A Poetics of Neorealism:
Tragedy and the Italian Cinema, 1942-1950.” (Faculty, Sacred Heart
Preparatory School).

Paola Bonifazio, Italian Studies, NYU, Ph.D., September 2008. “Modernization and
Democracy: Documentary Film Propaganda in Cold War Italy.” (Associate
Professor, University of Texas at Austin).

Barbara Castaldo, Italian Studies, NYU, Ph.D., January 2008. “Imputato Pasolini.

Il contrastato rapporto legge-cultura nelle opere di Pier Paolo Pasolini.”
(Lecturer, John Cabot University, Rome)

AnneMarie Tamis, Italian Studies, NYU, Ph.D., December 2007. “The Italian Colonial
Cinema: Nationalism, Internationalism, and Notions of Alterity.” (Instructor,
Fashion Institute of Technology)

Tristana Rorandelli, Italian Studies, NYU, Ph.D. January 2007. “Female Identity and the
Female Body in Italian Women’s Fiction, 1900-1950.” (Associate Professor,
Sarah Lawrence College)

Miriam Halpern, Italian Studies, NYU, Ph.D., April 2003. “Parenthetical Memories: An
Exploration of World War Il Trauma and Italian Women’s Fiction after 1968.”
(Director, Graduate Student Affairs, Dept. Psychology, University of Chicago)

Dissertation Committee Member (Since 2014)

Danielle Williard-Kyle, History, Rutgers University. Ph.D., August 2020. Supervisors:
Belinda Davis and Yael Zerubavel. “Living in Liminal Spaces: Refugees in Italian
Displaced Persons Camps, 1945-1951.”

Katrina Yeaw, History, Georgetown University, PhD., October 2017. Supervisor: Judith
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Tucker. “Embodying Resistance: Violence, Gender, and Identity under Italian
Rule in Libya.”

Susan Schafer, Institute of Fine Arts, NYU. Ph.D., April 2016. Supervisor: Jean-Louis
Cohen. “Year Zero: Architecture and the Transition from Fascism in Italy.”

Anna Koch, History and Hebrew and Judaic Studies, NYU, Ph.D., May 2015.
Supervisor: Marian Kaplan. “Home After Fascism? Italian and German Jews after
the Holocaust, 1944-1952.”

Francesco Rabissi, Italian, Yale University, PhD May 2014. Supervisor: Millicent
Marcus. “’Realismo visionario’ nel nuovo cinema d’'impegno italiano.”

LANGUAGES
English, native; Italian, excellent; French, very good; Spanish (speaking, fair; reading,
excellent); Portuguese, good reading knowledge.



